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and children from seven years of age. According to the
statement of a silk thrower in 1765, he employed 1500 at a
time (only 100 were men)—500 in London, 400 in Dorset,
400 in Cheshire, and 200 in Gloucestershire. At Macclesfield
seven firms engaged between them 2470 men, women and
children (the largest of them 720) ; and a London firm
employed 800. On the weaving side two partners maintained
100 loomsx; and in this branch of the silk industry, also,
there was concentration of the workers under the employer's
roof—at Canterbury Celia Fiennes saw ' twenty looms in
one house '2. All this points to large-scale production in the
eighteenth century ; and even where the silk weaver worked
on his own, his independence was apt to be nominal. He
often had to rely for supplies of raw material upon the
richer men of the trade, who were ' merchants as well as
mechanics ', and who took the commodity off his hands
when manufactured3. His position was thus scarcely dis-
tinguishable from that of a weaver working for wages 4.
(IV)
textiles : hosiery
William The art of hand-knitting had been practised in England
^ ^e Diddle Ages : it was revolutionized in the second half
of the sixteenth century by the invention of a knitting frame,
which exactly imitated the hand-knitter's movements but
worked with much greater speed 5. This was the achieve-
ment of William Lee6, a clergyman like Cartwright the
inventor of the power loom and the combing machine. The
frame, which Lee completed in 1589, at first made worsted
stockings : it was adapted for the weaving of silk stockings
1 House of Commons Journals, xxx. 93, 208-219, 725.
s Temp. William and Mary :  Through England on a Side Saddle, 101.
* Yarranton, England's Improvement (1677), 169, 178.
4	On the Act for the regulation of the wages of silk weavers, see infra,
vol. iii. 270.
5	By skilful hand-knitting 100 loops were formed in a minute; on Lee's
frame first 600, then as many as 1500 loops ; later even greater speed was
achieved: Felkin, A History of the Machine-Wrought Hosiery, 49.
6	See Beckmann, A History of Inventions (ed. 1846), ii. 369; and Felkin,
op. cit. chapter iii.

